CHAPTER VIII

HOW HEAV3EN IS MADE

IN telling his Stories of the world of spirits which
all men and women firft enter when their life is over,
Swedenborg found it necessary to explain something
that may appear Strange about that world. He
noticed that when people of upright chara&er were
present, the landscape appeared beautiful, and that
tame, gentle and useful animals and birds were to
be seen. Evil people, however, seemed to publish
their evil, for although they sought by various means
to hide it, sooner or later savage beaSts appeared,
darkness descended, and the air itself became diffi-
cult to breathe.

By various means he found that, in all parts of the
spiritual world, there is a correspondence between
the thoughts and desires of a man's mind and the
kind of place in which he lives* The splendour of
the palace belonging to the prince whom he saw in
heaven corresponded to the great good the prince
was doing for those he governed, and to the wisdom
and love of his mind and heart. At times Sweden-
borg saw meadow lands bathed in soft, bright sun-
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